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The second-largest home-builder last year was not
a big-name contractor, but the army of self-builders
warking away to build high-quality affordable homes
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2 TO INSPIRE YOU

32 Lessons in life
A Caf-Jho MTiDude ensumid that novice
budclers tha Friedmans got exacly
vithat thaey wrarbod an ERer reew o

40 Hidden gem

Building & home and buildireg equity
ansurad the Hawkins lowyedd every
rairate of thair self buld

50 Above par

Meet our success stories

Theres nothing we love more at Budld it than the story of
first time self-builders, and this issue the Friedmans won our
hearts with their smart home in the heart of the green belt -

turn to page 32 lor their story, But we've also got a few self-

builders with connections to
the trade — the Hawkins

family, on page 40, and the

£SO ancd & wihoha bob of visson
transform an out-of=date burgalow,
dramalically adding wales

60 Inspired by design

1.'u|:.|r|ng i Enslcl o nils famuly, Heing
Woigt Mlled his home wath claver dasign

Voigls, on page 60 - so take a
chefaile thal rbke it a joy o lven

look and see what great ideas
theyve included in their own
homes. On page 50 we've got
an enterprising 40

voung chap who

saw the potential in
atired bungalow, completely reinventing it to
create a funky, modern space — prool that it's not
all about starting from scratch.

MARCH 2010 | BURLD IT 31



readers’ homes | new build

Mgthod Timbaeer frama Bulld cost £ 120,000 Location Suvoy




Aron Friedman and his wife Jeanne had never thought of
building before, but when they found the perfect plot their

lives changed, throwing them into a totally hands-on project
WORDS ANMNA-MARIE DESOUZA PHOTOL HATT JOHMSTON

ontent and relaxed in his new Surrey home,
with wife Jeanne by his side, Aron Friedman’s
current life state is a far cry from his exciting
career as a music producer and even further
from his ald Life in South Africa
The couple had never been involved in a self-build
project before, althaugh it was something that feanne had
always had a certain interest in = spurred on by glamorous
property shows and glossy magazines. Living in Sarrey,
they became familiar with a picturesgque part of Efingham
ared oawe lane in particular, “We walked and drove down
the Lane all the time, and walked past a rather overgrown
plot without really knowing what lay on the land — and
without really paying much attention to it cither) says
Feanse. When the couple naticed a“For Sale’ sign their
curigsity was kgnited, and they immediately arranged a
viewing, leanne continues: *We discovered that behind
the tall trees and hedges was a dilapidated bungalow and a
lomg plot. Wie were drawn to it instantly”

Testing times
The indtial visit ended with the Friedmans desperate to buy
the site, and led to them becoming embroiled ina sealed
bidding war with one other condidate, W just had to keep
upping on what we theught held put in over the asking the
price. We suspected he may have put in 100000 more, sowe
putin £11LO00, says Aron. Whatever the case, the Friedmans
came cat on topand were delighted with thear new purchase
"We put in for planning before everything exchanged
hands.” says Aron. “By this point we knew the lane really
wedl, it was situated in groen belt, out of the settlement
zoive and inan area called Home Farm Estate - sowe
knew planning would nat be easy, All the houses in the
read were veterans' homes built after the war, They're all
relatively small. soall planning applications for
replacement dwellings would have to be for something of
a similar size, Our first application was twrmed down for
this reason. as it was too blg. Then we came up with 2 plan
for the current house and they loved it Because we
wantbed tochange the position of the dwelling, from the
tasp of the plot to the back, we had beenall ready for a
battle — but it was fine” @
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For the time, the plane sailing ended there. Before
wirrks could begin the couple were forced to havea
geotechnical dig and survey because there's an old Landfill
site et b the plot, This wasnt easy (o arrnge or carry out,
as Aron explains: “Whilst searching for toxic waste, one of
the devices actually broke becawse the chalk was so hard”

“The only thing they found was minute traces of diesel.
But Guildford Council didn't bet that pass, so it was
considered contaminated land,” says Aron. "W got hold
o a specialist company and sent them the report. They
were surprised when we told them the and was labelled
contaminated as the levels were minute” Undeterred the
couple tracked down an expert in the febd, Dr David
Grant, whe came to visit them and maoke same
suggestions. [n the end he drew upa remedial report that
suggested they needed to simply scrape out 5m? of topsodl,

Onee this was resolved, other preliminary works could
continue ~ the plot just needed clearing. “It was so
overgrown that you Just coubdn't see what lay beneath!

Wi were shocked to discover a rather skzeable air aid
shelter. But onee it was all cleared the site looked huge,
and it made us realise just what a massive plot we'd

bought.” says leanne,

Hands on

“When we first decided to build, it was really my baby. 1
had come up with boads of jdeas,” savs feanne, " Then we
sold Aron’s recording studio n London and he started to
et more and more involved. Eventually he downed tools
in the studio and picked up very different tools on the site
and got totally engrossed in it!”

The couple already knew they wanted a timber frame
home, and read through magazines and catalogues and
visited a show to hnalise the details. *We went and saw
around six companies,” says [eanne "But afier seeing the

Top tips

© A builid will inevitably take longer and cost more
than you think, There are always unforesean
hﬂsnlwt.m
mlhlnl-ﬂinlli

[ +] Amu-mummwm

and avoid day rabes whers possible, Contractors
mththrm.hdpm

& Look alter the workers! Beers on Friday
alternoan, plenty of tea and cotfes - Hﬂdl
hlppnchhd

@& Try and get all trades by word of mouth and
racommandation

& Work with the planners closaly In design as
communication is key, and uftimately you will
reach the desired planning approval quicker with
boss foes spent

© Updaste your costs dally - expenditure mounts up
really quickly and you need to be on top of It

& Shop around. The internot (s a great tool for
muﬂimimlmm mnd can be used to
" hagale with suppiiers on prices



drawings preduced by one company, Solo, they were
Instantly aur favourite. They were fantastic to work with
and let us decide on hoaw saoch of the build we wanted 1o
getinvolved in — they reassured us that they'd hold aur
hands along the way! Along with our architect Martin
Farrer, of MF Designs, we came up with a design that we
Tovved and plans that we could follow:”

By this stage, Aronwas really keen to do as much of the
howse as possibde himself, and was confident in his
aptitude for learning various aspects of the building trade.
“Hearnt a lot from growing up in South Africa, Music was
miy lifie there. Golng Lo university was 3 way Lo stay out of
theearmy and a war Ldiditagree with,” says Aron. "L came
to the UK for safety as a politic al refugee, and macle mysell
aswccessiul career in music production. Sewhen it came
terbuslcing a house, [ knew | had the capability to leam

anel develop new skills”
Aron hired a JCB and dug the foundations in
April and seven weeks later the timber frame
arrived - takingg just cight days to crect. @
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oS Bt B detign Mlmtnt.' says Jeanne. “The light
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Right: The kitchen has been
hidt semi-open plan so that
it can benefit from the rocl
lights. & bespoke piece of
sandblasted glnas creates
an innovative splash-back
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A builder was hired to construct the brick suterskin,
which Aron then helped to penders. "1 project managed
miyself and enjoved dealing with the tradesmen. It wasa
it af @ culture shock to deal wath all the varions sectors -
builders and plumbers, etc” savs Aron. “But in the end [
realised it was just the same as working in the music
industry — they re still all divas®

*1 soon learnt that every job we did penerated two o
three more jobs, and [ teied to get involved at every stage
of the way,” says Aron *| ged the roofer to teach mae how to
sy thee tiles — amd then §went on todeo the roof, [enjoved
the physicaliey of it becawse U'm normally at my computer
or at the studeo, Thae build made me really e

O top of the heavy lifting, Ason traieed as an clectrician
during the build, too, and is now fully qualified, * It made
things much casier - Lenjoyved bearni ng and saved o bots
of money by dotng the electres myself, The build process
s 50 Inng that | figured [ should learn along the way”

The Friedmans features
The couple were keen for the house to mimic the
envirammentally sound natuee of the frame and be as
sustainable as possible, so maximised the use of insulation
and natural lght. In the walls, between the cladding and
timtber frame is a thick slab of Reckwoo! insulation with a
breather membrane aver the top, " We applied two layers
of 80mm Celotex to the ceiling so we didn't have to
insulate the rafters themsebves. The rafters are nine inches
soare very deep, and we've beft o gop forventilation”
Although not apen-plan, e katchen and living rocm arca
are not completely shat ofT from each other and focuson @
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Above: Apart from the render, the exteror of the house s
complete, although the landscaping has far too go.

Left: Aron laid the complicated network of underfloor
heating cables himself

light and space, The far corner of the living room is double
hisight andd heoa series of Vilux roof windows, which
flocd the whaole area in natural light. “The rws loak
Lrl:ﬂl they rq"l:ll.,“'l'l.,l-?: .1‘-'- o statemenit, both ingide

SR Ee e o e e = .,
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¢ living ros mnnd I.]I_l;|||,-|'| h...qn |-'-|:||.-| sandblasted shest
of glass built in end to -.'nd. 50 I:Iw n':lurll light can travel

Aron continues: " But it w

around for it as

see how much it would be for them to sandblas Lthﬂ 1._.,11 &

for ws, the estimate for the finished prndunr

arcund £1,000, }-r- lﬂ.ﬂﬂ“ﬁ P 5 my
= and liu' effect

The u.u:-l.lpl-'- ave really canght the building hllg-ﬂﬂ'l]ﬂ:‘
currently renovating another ho
Sk at the house and am sohappy
It shows that you can doanything vou want to 'mrd leanns
and 1 certainly push cach ather to do s0,” says ."'mm
aunt, Barbara Harmer, aught us
st and only ever female Concorde
“We have loved working on this house, and I
'ulu.mnr “We just don ket things |.-h1'4. ]
11p]i.:.]:-_‘d.

ELECTRICAL SLPFY -".EEF'




Floor plans

GROUND ELOOR PLAN

Build timetable

LIy PG

g The family acquired the plot in Qctober 2006 and apphied lor planning

PErrmission $oon after Althaugh intally declined, ther second set of plans

were appeoved in January 2007 and works began later that month
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The Friedman file

Pret Elpe 05 asies
Land cost T361.000

Crwners Jeanne and Arcn
Friegman

Docupations Record Builld cost £180,000

producer and singary Cost per m® £1052

songwritor (ESE par )

Location ENingham, Surrey | Totaleogt E540000

Typee of bulld Naw Build Wiark commancied

Style Cauntry April 2007

canbemparany Construction tme

Method of construction G rmonthes

Timbeer frame Current vakie

e gl 171 (a0 0 EGEH.000

Total build cost breakdown

[menscima o] eon | e
Preliminaries oE% €5 | ElO0O
Foundations 4.5% B3 EBI00
External walls & windews 4% E4Di EGO00 .
Roof structure & covering 5.5% END E3100
Internal walls & doom 45% E47 ER00D
Floors: ™ ELR E2000
J-mlm 45% E48 EB200
PFlumbing & heating 4%  E46 EXBO0
Electrics w0 EM E4 00
Thmibar frame package 23%  E2a0 E41L100
Dacarating and Carpat 1L.5% EIT E3.000
Kitchen and bathraams 9% E¥ EIEI00
M, InboLsr and wond Fa 3 El EZ D0
Foes 5% EN EEEO0
Diralrs and sorvicos T OETM 92,600
Site misc nw  ENS 15,500

OUR VERDICT

The Friedmans 'can-do’ attlitude has really

padd

off. They are now the happy owners of a great
madern house, and the skills Aron has plched
up on tha way will be invaluable in the future.
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